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STONE AND ARCHITECTURE
IN THE FLINT HILLS
The lure of cheap land, fertile fields, and prime
grazing acreage attracted many early settlers to the
rolling Flint Hills.
New arrivals soon discovered the area’s hidden wealth: abundant
outcroppings of stone that could be used for long-lasting and goodlooking homes, public buildings, barns, and fences.
During the Permian period of the Paleozoic era (some 250 to 299
million years ago), the Flint Hills region, extending from Nebraska
to Oklahoma, had been part of a shallow sea. Gradually, calcium
carbonate accumulated, formed from decomposition of marine
organisms and chemical precipitation. Over millions of years these
sedimentary deposits hardened into vast formations of limestone.
In 1894, eminent Kansas geologist Charles Prosser named
one of the most durable and desirable formations Cottonwood
limestone. He found it in abundance along the Cottonwood River
in Chase County, the Neosho River in Morris County, and in
Wabaunsee County. Local quarry operators sometimes referred to
this formation as Alma or Manhattan limestone. It was light gray or
buff in color, had an average thickness of about six feet, and often
contained chert. It could be cut into workable blocks from three
to five feet in length. Stone masons found Cottonwood limestone
strong and resistant to weathering. As a result, many buildings and
bridges constructed with it have endured for nearly 150 years with
only minor repairs.
In the Flint Hills region, workable Cottonwood deposits
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extended from southern Chase County to Wabaunsee County.
These quarries were important to the economy of the area. In the
late nineteenth century, Cottonwood limestone would become
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described Alma as the “City of Native
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